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Act 1. The Birth of the Minotaur
Act II. The Labyrinth Dance
Act III. The Slaying of the Minotaur
Act IV. The Breakup Scene

Act V. Vase Shattering

Duration: 22 minutes.

The Frangois Vase 1s a work for video projection and string quartet by visual artist
Gabriela Vainsencher and composer Daniel Fox. It premiered at The Rotunda in
Philadelphia on 30 October 2013, performed by the Momenta Quartet. This work
was supported by a Presser Award from The Presser Foundation.

PERFORMANCE NOTES

Accidentals hold for the instrument indicated and the measure and register in

which they appear.



Acts I and II:

Measures 37-43 were constructed by fragmenting the following fugal exposition in which
the cellist would introduce the subject were its opening measures not trimmed off:
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In mm. 37-39 the violins have material that is extraneous to the exposition but by m. 40
their material is also a collection of scattered shards of the exposition. The passage in
mm. 37-43 should be played with the goal of making intelligible the structure of the
fugal exposition. Approaching this goal will enable the melodic lines of the un-
fragmented exposition to cohere and move through space, passing from player to player.

Act III:

The cross-hatched note heads are to be played as follows: The left hand muflles all
strings so that bowing produces a pitch-less hissing with erratic sounding of harmonics.
The accents are produced by over-pressure that results in an, at first, mild but then
steadily intensifying scratch tone. The bowing is normal for the violins but the viola and
cello bow by holding the bow perpendicular to the strings but sliding it parallel to the
strings.

Act V:

The quartet should reposition itself so that the violinists are close together in the middle
of the stage and so that the violist and cellist are about 20 feet apart, at the sides of the
stage. This arrangement will enhance the effect of the violist and cellist calling to each
other and reinforce the process of fragmentation. In mm. 24-7 the espressivo line should
pass seamlessly between the instruments as if played by a single instrument.



Acts I and 11
The Birth of the Minotaur

and
The Labyrinth Dance

Daniel Fox
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Act III. The Slaying of the Minotaur

pocoaccel. . . . _ . _ _ _ . .

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

=104

- v - V etc...

Rustling, then growing to a fierce intensity* J.

)

V4N 0 )
[ fan' W

SV

&

etc...

V- n V n

rp

V AW 0 )
[ fan W/
SV o

D)

KA

sideways bowing

V- m V m et

rp

Al
O

| haWW A

ey =%

>

sideways bowing

etc...

n VoV

) o—
VA /) I
=x

sl

Violin I

Violin IT

Viola

Violoncello

cresc.

KA

XA

KA

XA

ey

J=120
__, altalone

11

nf

X

mf

mf

al talone

5 | al talone

—» |al talone

5
»

/)

XA

nf

*Performance Note: The cross-hatched note heads are to be played as follows: The left hand muffles all strings so that bowing produces a pitch-less hissing with erratic sounding of harmonics.

The accents are produced by over-pressure that results in an at first mild but then steadily intensifying scratch tone. The bowing is normal for the violins but the viola and cello bow by holding

the bow perpendicular to the strings but sliding it parallel to the strings.
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Act IV. The Break Up Scene
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Act V. Vase Shattering
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